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Sharon Constancon   -  Chairman of tonight’s Board 
Sharon is CEO of Genius Methods which provides Corporate Governance and board evaluation services.  

Sharon’s career spans company secretarial, finance, treasury management, foreign exchange risk 

management and corporate governance.   Her first business, a forex management outsourcing company 

listed on the Stock Exchange in the late 90’s.   Sharon is an interviewer for the IoD Chartered Director 

program and a member of the Steering Committees for Corporate Governance, Company Secretarial and 

Risk Management Standards.  Sharon is an Associate of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and 

Administrators, has an MBA and is a Chartered Director.  Sharon is a Non-Executive director and Chairman of 

the Conduct and Culture Committee of Buckinghamshire Building Society and holds a number of executive and training roles. Sharon is a 

member of ICGN and ECGI governance bodies.  For more information about Sharon, please visit: 

http://uk.linkedin.com/in/sharonconstancon 

 
Seamus Gillen 
Seamus Gillen is Policy Director at the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA), He led the 

working groups which produced the FRC’s guidance on board effectiveness, and Enhancing Stewardship 

Dialogue, a guide to improving communications between companies and institutional investors.  He is 

responsible for ICSA’s work on boardroom behaviours, the FT/ICSA Boardroom Bellwether, the ICSA Hermes 

Transparency in Governance Awards and for a range of initiatives relating to the NHS and not-for-profit 

sectors. As a Senior Adviser to Reputation Institute (RI), Seamus has advised clients around the world, 

particularly on the issue of reputational risk. Seamus was originally a senior policy adviser in Whitehall, and 

was Private Secretary to John Gummer MP, Secretary of State for the Environment, and John Prescott MP, 

Deputy Prime Minister.  He has worked for the French Government and has also held positions as the Company Secretary and Director of 

Regulation at Anglian Water (later AWG) plc, and as Head of Public Policy and Regulation at O2 plc. Seamus has a degree in business 

studies, an MBA from Henley Business School, and is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators. For more 

information about Seamus, please visit: http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/seamus-gillen-ba-mba-fcis/25/3bb/9b3/  

 

Freddie McMahon 

Freddie McMahon is the Head of Innovation and Strategy at FusionExperience and has held similar roles at 

corporations such as Norwich Union, NatWest and JP Morgan. Freddie is a pioneer the development of the 

Sense-and-Respond Maturity and Measurement Model, Building Data Ecosystems (structured and 

unstructured data) and Better Controls for Unknown Risks. His passion is the deployment of automation 

using advanced forms of artificial intelligence and the development of lead indicators, including for 

'intangibles'. Freddie has held senior executive roles in major corporations both nationally and 

internationally. For more information about Freddie, please visit: http://uk.linkedin.com/in/freddiemcmahon/  
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Julia Cartwright                                                                               
Julia is a director of OBD Learning. She works with private and public sector clients advising individuals, 

teams and boards in project management, leadership, strategy and conflict resolution skills. As the 

Independent Chair of the Community Partnership Forum for north Oxfordshire, a national public 

engagement programme initiated by the Secretary of State for Health and as a strategic advisor to 

HealthQWest Scotland, she experienced first hand how to manage reputational risk at board level. Julia 

holds a BSc (Hons) Psychology and an MSc in Cognitive Neuropsychology and is a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Medicine and a trustee with Healthtalkonline. She has recently co-authored a book on Patient 

& Public Involvement in health for BMJ Wiley/Blackwell. For more information about Julia, please visit: 

http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/julia-cartwright/1/447/842/  

 
 
 

Roger Flaxman 
Roger is well known to the insurance industry and among Britain’s best known specialists in the field 

of professional and corporate liability risk. He practices as an insurance claims advocate and 

troubleshooter for corporate policyholders negotiating and settling rejected or business insurance 

claims. In the course of 12 years in consultancy following 31 years as a broker with leading 

international broking houses at home and overseas Roger has developed a rare appreciation of what 

works and what doesn’t in managing corporate risk. He is a keen advocate of making awareness of 

corporate risks part of everyone’s day job from the boardroom to the basement. He has extensive 

experience in handling reputational issues following events that inevitably call on the company's 

insurances to pay for the damage. Typically this creates tensions and conflicts of interest particularly with legal issues that are rarely 

foreseen by a board until they rear up and bite them at  the time the company is at its most vulnerable. In 2012 and 2013 he was a visiting 

lecturer at AIRMIC on "Getting Risk on the Board Agenda". Roger is an Accredited Mediator with the internationally renowned Centre for 

Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR). He also practices as an Expert Witness in broker negligence litigation and insurance industry practice. 

He is known for being straight- talking and pragmatic.For more information about Roger, please visit: 

http://uk.linkedin.com/in/flaxmaninsuranceprofessional/  
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